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DEERIEFING OF OFFICERS OF COMPANY’B, -oND RANGER BATTALION = | 
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During the period 29 October to 31 October, Cpt Gary Frade of f Fig 
Company, Lt Eee of 3rd Platocn, B Company, Lt Tenti of 4th Platoon, - 
B Company and one wninemed officer of A Company commented on rearing ie 
Bepects of the activities of the Renger Bettalion during the pe 2r 
26 September to 14 Octeber. The follewing is a compilation of thei pamarks, 
The majority of the text was solicited from Lt Eapinoza during the Tamang 
of tha 30th at Sth Divieton Headquarters, Santa Crus, Bolivia, Sere 
that portion dealing with the death of "Che" Guevara, 


Resulting from information received efter the batile at Higucras on | 
the 26th of September (where Coco Paredo was killed}, the Ra Battalion 
was given the mission of setting up a acreening foros selene the river | 
San Antendo to’ pravent exfiltretion of the guerrilla force Pea the area < 
ef operations. fhe Battalion left Esperanza att 1600 hrs on the 26th ond .. 


hee oo Fee ee ote By ee me FL 


Pe 


: i - : 
7! i a = ‘: Th 
| . ‘ 
to -_——cTr- fe eae aee ot " I # 4 ones 
. Cr ~ = hg é 
‘ 
a e 


i 


to have steyed et a-house in cheno? for a tow days, The intelligence ~~ _ 
team returned te the houre, and after a thorough search, discovered a 
ehrbine and several hundred rownds of ammunition, Ae Gharnol is one. of “--- 
the only fording sites for the Rio Grande in the area, it appeared that ~~ 
the guerrilla force had been planning to move through thie area and 
oxfiitrate. However, the arrival of the Eattalion in thle region, nius 

the additional support of Company Manchego and one Company of CITE at. :* 
Gharnol, probably caused the guerrilia fores to move to higher ground dn: 
the La Higueras area, ; . re 


On 2 fetober,' Ist Platoon, asd nec eiid cette wea cwenblon Geis es 
Company B deperted and moved along the Rio.Grande towards El Fuente, At. .. 
O-Campo the 3rd Platoon crossed to the scuth bank of the river and the 
group proceeded to El Puente with Ist Pletoon and the morter eecticn on *, 
the north bank and 3rd Platoon on the eouth. At El Fuente the company =<. 
joined with another. company of CITS and the sonpany Florida. The Florida’ 
compiny wae made up of pure eolles. (Indians of the alto-plano)that were 
supposed tc be some of the best troops for rough mowitadnous terrain, 


On 2 October. the remaining elemante that made Company 6 gathered | 
at Bl Fuente. ‘That afternoon the ist Platoon, unter command of Lt *. 
Venigas, returned to-Guinal to oever the San Antonio ravine, Since 
Company A had been dispatched to Pucara, the battalion new had a coverage: 
from Pueara, through Quinal and Chanarel to El Fuente. = 


* On 3 Octeber, Captain Prado received the order te proceed to Estangia.- : 
After departinz, they received ancther order that echeduled then to arrivs.- 
ot Pocara on the Sth. When the company arrived at Estanque thay received * 
inteMipence tha.t there was guerrilla activity sround the towm of Pugin. 
The company immediately moved to Pugic out learned that the guerrillas hed * 
moved again towards La Higueras, To sereen the area, Cpt Prado broke-the | 
company ipto two eléimenta, gending 1 platean towards Tranco Mayo and'the *. 
other alemenite tewarde the town of Abra del: Picacho, ‘The twa unite , “ ry 
maintained constant radi contact sanity tbs period. | ss of 


see cat win DRCOG LHe bak bomes Gone eet ¥ e Grande towards. -, 
Pleacho. The patroiling continued through the 6th and 7th of October. a 


On 8 Oeteber, ALT Perez of Company A recefved dnformtdon that ‘there, 
wae a band of 17 guetrilles in the Ghurre Revine. A Peres did not heve 
morbars, ha communicated to Opt Prado the information and ask for BuppOrt,* « 
Cpt Prado sent the 3rd Platoon and 2 mortara to Higueraa to eupport Li: 
Perez, Opt Prado aagompanied the unit and ‘gommanded the mobbar:. section. .- . 
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The eqpitlodh urithn of Geeuny dcaall ie atacastion aaite from Company 
B moved into the ares of the Churro Eavine using two squads of Company A 
as a blocking force « few le north of the amll Geino Ravine, Opt Prado a 
eet up hie mortar settion eadt of the Churre Ravine, with 3rd Platoon of 7 
Company B to hia reer in » wuxier the, command of Sgt Huanuca, lst: |.’ 
Flatoon of Company A under + somond of Lt Peres entered the Churro: Raving 
to the north at the sentionnse of tho amall streoms. Lt Peres initioted.- 
the puroult and begen driving. the guerrilla force south while Opt Predo'a ° 
mortare shelled the ravine. At this point A machine =m was brought up to: 
alse cover the ravine, and hold the left flank of Prado's morter sectdon --' 
end supporting treeps, As the lst Platoon of Company A pushed eodth they |. 
came under fire aid dost 3 soldiers inmediately. Cpt Prado then ordered '-:-. . 
Set Humiea to move. dawn the emmll Tuscal Ravine and wait at the-entranes . 
ef the Churro Ravine. The 3rd Platoon of Company F carried out thie order.: 
and after finding nothing, wip ordered to enter the Ghurre Ravine and begin. 
pursuit in the direction of Lt Peres's platoon. Sgt Huausa immediately . 
encountered a group of 6 to 6 guerrillas ard opened fire, At this point |’. 
they Killed “Antendo™ and "OGrture!, two Cubans, Set Huauca ioet one - 
soldier here and another was wounded, "Ramon" (Guevara) and "Willy" | tried - 
to break cut in the direction of the mortar section. ‘They were sighted 
by the machine gun crew which took them under fire, "Ramon! (Guevara) was." 
hit 4n the lower calf and was helped oy Milly toward thea Tuscal Ravine - , 
where Apparently they rested for es few minutes. They then moved north, * - 
directly in from: of Cpt Prado who ordered several, soldiers to chase then. . 
Soidiera Encinos, Ghoque, and Balboa were the first Bolivians to lay hands 
on Guevara. "Willy" and "Ranon" (Guevara}were later transported back iy j 
Ia Higueras with Opt. Prado and the eLementa ef Companies A and B, Tha “4, 
Bolivians did not remain in position after nightfall, From 1900 bra wha 
O00 hrs on the Sth, there wore no significant Bolivien troops fn the pres, 
of the fire fight. This gave the guerrllla~ force ample time to escape the. 
area, but elther due.to confusion after thea battle or poor evaluation of 
the situtdon by their leaders, the euerrilia force remained in the Churre. . 
nav ihe . ~ nS 


On 30 October 67, at a amall pavilion in La Egparansa, Bolivia,: Pa 
Ral Eepinosa Lord, Comporgy 5, rel Ranger Bn, stated the follewing in: - 
reginda te the handling of Ernesto Che" Guevara, Ouevara ard MLL Ly! 

were transported back to La Miqueras on the afternoon of the Sth, after * 
the tattle at the churns Ravine, Guevara had a slight wound in tha -lower 
ealf, which was treated upon returning to Le Hiquerss, Lt Espinoza telked’., 

at length with Guevara, though Guevara did not reveal any pertinent - 
information. Topinoed felt a high rogerd for Ouevere oo & ealdier anda oad; 
and was aroclous to know more of thie "Legendary figure". Guevare answered“ 
ali of Hie questions wlth remarks such as "perhaps" or "possibly", Early ri 
in the morning of the 9th of Oetober, the unit received the order to 
execute Guevara end the other captives, Previovsly, Col Santana, Command er ; 

ef the @th Division, had given express orders to keep the prisoners alive. 7 
The Offieere involved did not know where the order originated, but felt that 
it came from the highest echelons. Cpt Frado pave the order te eaxeoute ; 
Guevara to Lt Peres, but he was unable to carry out the order and in turn geve 
it to Sgt Terran, Company B. At this time Peres asked Guevara if there _ : 
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was anything he wished before his L aiaiesil ere Pe 
only wished te "die with a full stomach". Pores then asiced him if he ¢ 
was & Materialist”; ty having requested only food, Guewara returned to =<. 
hides previous tranquil manner and answered only "perhaps". Pores then called: 
him a “poor shit" end left the room. By this time, Sgt Terran had fortified 
his courage with several beearp and returned to thé roam where Guevara , 
was being held prieoner. When Terran entered the room, Guayara efecd up, 
hands tied in front, and stated, "I know what you have come for I am ready". 
Terran locked at bim for «a few minotes and then said, "Ko you ave mistalen - 
be peated." Set Terran then left the room. for a fow momenta, : 
mL, the prisoner taken with Guevara s was being held in «a mmall ‘:. 
house a few acters away, While Terran wis waiting outside to get hie nerve 
back, Sgt Huacka entered end shot "Willy," "“Wiliy" was a Cuban and according 
to the sources had been an instigator of the riote among the minere in.” 
Bolivia, Guevara heard the burst of fire in his recom and for the first | 
tina appeare] to be frightened, Jet Terran returned te the room where 
Guevara was being held. When he entered, Guevera stood and faced irin.° 
Sgt Terran toXt Guevare to be seated but he refused te sit down and stated, 
"I will remain standing for thie." The Set began to get angry and teld ~ 
him to he seated agdin, tut Guevara would say nothing, Finally Guevare: 
told him, “Know this new, you @re killing a man," Terran then fired s 
he pkg hia Me Carbine, knocking Quevars back Into the wall of the .. 


‘ Interviews with a doctor that had examined Guovarats cadaver and“. ! 
evaluation of available phetos indicate that Guevara did have one four 

4n the lower calf, that appeared to the doctor to have been received at * 

8 different tine than the other wounds thet were received at short range 7 

and directly from the front. : 


During the evaniig of the @th and the morming of the 9th, Lt Eapinosa: 
had on his pereon a pipe that he eald Quevara had given him during their ° 
night together et La Higuerss. Ae showed this pipe to source at the ; 
pavilion inla Esperanca end again at the 6th Division Hasdquertera in 
Sante Grua on the morning of tha Stat, The pipe waa of an “Air Qooling .. 
design" with a part of the etem exposed and made of silver colored metal. 
The bowl Was black and appeared te have been amoked for acne tims, This ~ 
pipe form agrecs with the descriptions of the pipe "Remon" had ee 
during earlier developments of the guerrilla operations. . 


At O,00 boure on the morning of the Sth, elementa of A and E Company 
returned to the Churro Ravine and reengaged the guerriila force. 2nd 
Platoon of Company B and s mortar squad formed the blocking force atthe - 
confluence of the ravine and Srd and §th Platoon of A Company bazan pureuit 
toverds them. Lt Eepinozs wae with tha mortars at thie time and sold 
observe the movernent of the puerrilias in the ravine. He took 4 man aiid 
entered tho ravine and shot "El Chino and Lergio Voou, ‘These wera the 
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eanly two guerrillas who fell in this action. After the initdal contact, 

the guerrillas could not be located so Cpt Prado initiated patrols throughout 
the area. At nightfell the units agein returned to La Higuera, Aeeving 

the &rea open, 


The two companisn patrolled the area from 10<12 October trying to 
regain contact, On the f2th, intelligence was received that the euerrill: 
force hail broken inte two amall groups trying to move out of the aren 
through Portero, (Compeny B departed le Higuerae and headed in the direction 
of Porterc, by Pecacho and franco Mayo. At Trancho Mayo they could observe 
the guerrillas with two young gul¢es moving toward Porterc, They could not 
determins exactly how many wera in the group. fo arrive ahead of the 
guerrillas who were moving along 4 ravine, the company ueed the road and. 
‘were able to got into position at Portero twenty mimites before thay 
cighted the guerrillas moving wp the ravine in their direction, Lt Bopinose 
with a eqund and one morter formed a blocking force at the mowth of the 
ravine, Jet Platoon of B Company enterad the ravine behind the guerrillas 
ant initiated pursuit, When Bsapinozt and his men opened fire on the 
fusrrillas they began to leap about, This sonfused Bapinoga'a asaldiars 
theugh they continued to fire. The guerrillas doubled back and climbed 
out of the ravine before the ist Platoon could bring them under fire. 
fst Plateon purgued them up the hill but lost contact at the top, 


No cagualties were suffered in this engagement and no guerrillas 
fell, though they did drop their rucksecke when brought under fre by 
Lt Espinosa, The rutkeacks contained food, various documents, and drugs. 
Surgical tools were also among tha equipment in the rucksacks, It Eepinoza 
was unable to degeribe thea documents or tha origin of the medical eupplise. 


On 13 October the company attempted to block the guerrillas agein . 
enet of Fortero but the guerrillas immediately attacked one point of the - 
cirele and were able to break out killing < soldiers, -By noon of the 
13th the company had lest contact completely with the guerrilla force, 


The second group Was contected by C Company.on 14 October at El Cajon, 
This fight resulting in the degth of 4 guerrillas, Hl Chapaoo, a Bolivian, 
El Seléedo, A Bolivian, an unnemed Bolivian, and one unnamed Guban, This 
fight on the [4th waa the last contact made by tha rangor battalion before 
leaving the area of operations, None of the intemMewed Officers had 
detaila on thig fight or could draw a map as to the exact location of El 
fa gon. “ 


The original guerrilla force was T7. 7 wera killed in action by 
companies A and B and 4 were destroyed by © Company at El Cajon, Facent 
raports indicate that the Cubans have dicamed the Bolivian guerrillas 
and seem to have them under guard, Apparently there is some sort of 
disagreement in the operation within the guerrilla organizetion. One 
farmer informed the suthorities that the guerrillas ate at his fare and 
rested, During this tims, the Bolivlans were kept separate from the Gubans 
and were watched closely by the Gubans, ‘The Boliviana had no arms, All 
of the cuerrillas are shaved and have their hair cut. Officiels believe 
that they are trying to move ont of the area vugh Abepo or Cabegas, 
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